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THANK YOU Message from the Delta Food Bank

Another year has passed and volunteers with the Delta Food Bank have been busy
addressing the ever-growing hunger needs in the Delta community. During 2025, there
was a 62% increase in the number of clients that were dependent upon the monthly food
bank. The volunteers would like to thank everyone for their kindness and generosity in
providing both food and funds that filled the shelves for our clients monthly.

The Build a Mountain of Food campaign, which is sponsored by RCL Automotive, 92.3
WOW FM, 88.1 myFM, Your TV Smiths Falls, Hinton Auto Group, Impression Printing and
Hometown News, arrived at the Delta Country Market on December 13", The afternoon
drive was a great success with over $7,500.00 and approximately 300 pounds of canned
and dry goods being collected for use at the Delta Food Bank. Just a reminder that all
donations received stay within Delta to support the Community Food Bank program.

Volunteers were busy with their annual Christmas Hamper campaign. 20 families
registered for the program which provided both a full turkey or ham dinner for Christmas
and food for a healthy breakfast. The Delta Food Bank received hamper donations from
Mensen Family Farm, Willard’s Bakery, Delta United Church, and local individuals that
provided turkeys, vegetables, and knitted and sewn items. A special vote of thanks goes
out to Paul and Linda at the Delta Country Market for preparing and selling bags of food
prior to and during the drive.

All individuals and organizations are thanked for their continued support throughout the
year as every contribution makes a big difference in the lives of the clients. Thank you one
and all for your generosity, care and compassion.

The Delta Food Bank Committee is looking for additional volunteers. Residents interested
are asked to contact Jana Curtis at 613-349-6464.

Warm wishes are extended for a very
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to all!

Jana Curtis (left) and Claire Cowley (right) oI
Receive a $2,500 donation from WTC ey Wi Fr od
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The Delta Millers’

Volunteers with the Delta Mill Society enjoyed a very successful 2025 Newslette

tourist season as visitors to the Old Stone Mill and to Delta were
welcomed from numerous locales including international destinations
such as Scotland, France, Brazil, and Germany.

The Fall/Winter newsletter, which is now available online at
(www.deltamill.org), highlights many of the Society’s 2025
accomplishments along with focusing on the history of the mill
between 1985 and 2004. In 1985, the Delta Mill Society first opened
the mill to the public for a full summer season; a program which
continues to this date. In 1999, the Society started the heritage
restoration of the mill which was completed in early 2004. The details
of how the Society managed to carry out and finance the restoration |:
can be found in the newsletter. (

)

The history of the mill is also a significant part of the history of Delta. Receiving the newsletter
early (before it's posted to our website) is a perk of membership with the Delta Mill Society; new
members are most welcome. The membership and donation forms, which are available on the
website, support ongoing efforts to preserve and present the Old Stone Mill, operate the Old Town
Hall as a community destination, operate the public washrooms during the tourism season, and
showcase the Blacksmith Shop on special occasions.

The website has been updated to include an expanded ‘Brief History of Delta” with new photo
galleries (photos and videos). New to both pages are colourized heritage photos of the Old Stone
Mill and various buildings within Delta. Colour makes the images clearer thus allowing more
details to be seen. Those visitors who toured the mill after mid-July would have seen the printed
versions in the new 3™ floor photo display. These photos, along with many other heritage photos,
have been added to the “Visuals” section of the website.

And on the topic of visuals, anyone passing
through Delta in the evening from mid-
November to early January will see a
spectacular view of the Old Stone Mill, the
Old Town Hall and the Blacksmith Shop lit up
with candles in the windows. This annual
tradition was completed through the efforts of
DMS director Moel Benoit and volunteers
Gus Brown, Grant Ross, and Justin Okum.
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And for the second year in a row, “Mini Delta” is out on display in the Russell Greenspace between
the Old Town Hall and the Old Stone Mill. The buildings, which are property of the Lower Beverley
Lake Park Management Board, were used as part of the park’s Celebrating the Season Christmas
program which ended in 2020. The setup is courtesy the Delta Community Enhancement
Committee with the Delta Mill Society contributing the power to light up the display.

Visit the Delta Mill Society’s Facebook page for coloured photos of ‘Mini Delta’ lit up at night.

In early December, | (Ken Watson) braved -16C temperatures to take advantage of a clear day to
take some new photos of Christmas lights. The best photos of the lights are taken in a short
window of time, just after sunset, with enough light to show the buildings but dark enough to
enhance the lights in the windows. | have sets of lights in the mill photos that | took 20 years ago,
but with the many changes to Delta since that time, | felt it was time to get some updated photos. A
small set of these photos has been posted to the DMS Facebook page and at the time of writing
this article, that posting had received over 14,000 views (www.facebook.com/DeltaMill). Many
people are now aware of how beautiful Delta looks during the Christmas season. The lighting of
these buildings helps with the vibrance of the Village of Delta.

In preparation for the upcoming summer season, the
Society will be hiring four mill interpreters with the job
postings being uploaded to the website
p Old Stone Mill ~_ (www.deltamill.org) in mid-January. Participating youth

' v must be between the ages of 16 and 30 years
(requirements of the granting programs), would like to
work locally and gain valuable job experience (everything
from heritage presentation to mill shop sales). As part of
the team, the interpreters will learn money and inventory
management skills along with the historical background
of the mill and how to convey that information to the
visiting public. The interpreters will become
ambassadors for this region as they point out

opportunities for all visitors.
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MAEMORY LANZY

DELTA (Special)

Bastard and Burgess Township School Area Board’s centralization
program may be speeded up by the fire that gutted the Plum Hollow Public
School Monday afternoon. The 16 boys and girls, who were given an
unexpected holiday from the 55-year-old “SS No 177, will be temporarily
accommodated in the old Daytown School, three miles east of here.
Closed four years ago, the 97-year-old stone building will be used until a
four-room addition is made to the new Delta school, Beverley Elementary.

ProgramHastened by Blaze The Kingston Whig-Standard
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who holds the vice- chalrmanshlp While looking ahead, the
board is still talking about the events of Monday afternoon
which saw the loss of the second smallest school in the area
without injury to a student. A little more than a year ago, the
Forfar School was closed after the roof and walls blew in.
Plum Hollow, located on a picturesque bluff beside an
abandoned church, went up in flames shortly after class was
dismissed at 2:45 p.m. so the teacher, Mrs. Joy Piper of

Smiths Falls, could attend a film

Phillipsville.

review meeting at

Kingston, Ontario, Canada
Wednesday, January 13, 1965 / Page 6

razed the old brick school, expects to have plans approved
shortly for a second storey addition to the three-room Delta
school which opened in 1962. Prepared by architect Selwyn
Cooke of Kingston, the drawings will provide accommodation
for children in one-room schools in southern Bastard and
Burgess Township. Mr. Cooke was in Toronto Tuesday
seeking departmental approval. Heading the board’s
improvement program will be Clarence (Moses) Seed who
was elected chairman and his predecessor, Fuller Stevens,

Leonard Knapp of R. R. #2 Athens was one of the first to see and report the blaze. The Brockville Fire
Department was summoned, and the Athens brigade went to the scene, but the building was a mass of
flames. Township School Board Secretary-Treasurer Ronald Morris said the Delta Fire Department, of
which he is a member, was not called. He learned of the fire through

the insurance man. The fire is believed to have broken out in the stove
pipes. Mr. Morris and board members were busy Tuesday arranging for
the re-opening of the Daytwon School, including trucking of firewood,
switching on of hydro power and transportation of the pupils by bus. All
books and records were lost, and Mrs. Piper has been seeking new
ones. Public school inspector Neil Ellis of Gananoque inspected the
blackened wreckage of the Plum Hollow School and the temporary
accommodation and delivered a new class register Tuesday. He will
attend the board’s January 18" meeting when the expansion program
will be further discussed.

Bastard and Burgess School Board

Back Row (I-r): Patrick McManus, Ross Stone, Clifford Raison.
Front Row (I-r) Ronald Morris-Secretary / Treasurer,
Clarence Seed-Chairperson, and Fuller Stevens-Vice Chairperson.
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Pilgrim Book Club

Come and enjoy a 6:00 p.m. potluck meal and book
review on January 28" at 60 King Street in Delta.
“‘Mission as Life” by Randall Wallace is a practical book
on raising your family to be proactively mission oriented
in taking the gospel to society around the world. Copies P €
of the book are still available if you wish to read the book e @ L RO &
prior to the gathering.

During the evening, the selection of the next book will be determined from the following options:

s “The Pilgrim’s Progress”, which is written by the Puritan Preacher, John Bunyan, is a
fascinating allegory of what Christianity is about.

+ “Live Not by Lies”, written by Ron Dreher, provides an insightful manual on living as Christians

in the challenging culture of today’s society.

Additional information can be obtained by contacting David at 613-803-1008 or Sharon at 613-928-
2228. Email contact to onepilgrim@ymail.com is also available.

Planning Begins for 2026 Delta Fair

While this year's Delta Fair concluded just four months ago, the Delta Agricultural Society is
already making plans for the 196" Anniversary edition.

A Board of 23 Directors, 43 Associate Directors and 8 Junior Directors were recently elected at the
Annual General Meeting. Committees are responsible for organizing this year's Maple Syrup
Festival and the Fair which will be held on April 18" and 19" and July 23" to the 26%, 2026,
respectively.

Officers for the upcoming term include Charles Nichols as President, Ken Shirley as First Vice-
President, Melinda Held-Cowan as Second Vice-President, Marg Jackson as Treasurer, William
Morris as Secretary and Connie Rathwell as Assistant Secretary-Treasurer.

The 2026 Advanced Homecraft / Agricultural Produce Prize List is now available. Should you
wish a copy, please contact Fair Office Staff by calling 613-928-2800 or by sending an email to
info@deltafair.com.

Special thanks are extended to
Director Rob Tracey and his team
of volunteers who ensured that
Delta Fair was represented in 8
area Santa Claus Christmas
parades. Claiming a first prize
award at the Gananoque parade,
fair volunteers also presented the
float in the following communities:
Athens, Brockville, Lyndhurst,
Mallorytown, Merrickville, Smiths
Falls and Westport.
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Enbridge Gas Supports Rideau Lakes Fire & Rescue

Thanks to the combined efforts of Rideau
Lakes Fire & Rescue, Enbridge Gas and the
Ontario Fire Marshal's Public Fire Safety
Council, 156 combined smoke and carbon
monoxide alarms were recently donated for
distribution within the municipality.

The donation is part of a province wide
initiative aimed at reducing fire and carbon
monoxide deaths to zero. 14,200 alarms
have been donated to 75 communities
throughout the province. Enbridge Gas has
invested $450,000 into this year’s program
and has provided over 115,000 alarms over
the past 17 years.

Carbon monoxide is known as the silent killer—colourless, odourless, and dangerous.

Back Row: Gene Richardson-Fire Chief, Arie Hoogenboom-Mayor,
Councillors Dustin Bulloch and Ron Pollard, Shellee Fournier-CAO,
Marcia Maxwell-Councillor, Shane Peters-Deputy Chief.

Front Row: Councillors Sue Dunfield and Linda Carr,

Chris Brennan-Enbridge Advisor Municipal and Stakeholder Affairs,
Maureen Belej-Coordinator Fire Marshal’s Public Safety Council,
Emily Folco-Distribution Centre Manager.

Farmer’s Breakfast

Come and enjoy a morning of fellowship and a delicious breakfast at
the Harmony Lodge Hall in Phillipsville on the 4" Tuesday of each month.
The menu includes bacon, sausage, eggs, hash browns, baked beans,
pancakes, toast, juice, coffee and tea for $15.00 per person. There is
only one sitting at 8:00 a.m. so be sure to come early and get your seat!

Breakfast dates in 2026 include January 27" and February 24",
Contact Len Vincent by calling 613-928-2671 or emailing vIenvmcent@sympatlco ca for details.

Using The Park Whileltis Closed?

Residents walking through Lower Beverley Lake Park or using
the playground equipment are reminded that they are using the
facilities at their own risk. The park is not an off-leash dog park;
dogs must be kept on a leash, and owners must clean up after
their dogs. Doggie bags are to be placed in the waste receptacle
at the Gate House. Do NOT leave dog waste along the roadside
for staff to clean up.
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Brian’s Gift Angel Tree

Thanks to the generosity of Delta area residents, 27 children were able to
experience the magic of Christmas by receiving a toy gift through Brian’s
Gift Angel Tree.

Brian’s Angel Tree was located at the Bastard Coffee House
from mid-November to Christmas. Gifts were collected during
this time and then distributed prior to Christmas.

Additional information is available by
emailing briansgift@yahoo.com or by calling 613-349-7874.

Trivia Night atthe Bastard Coffee House

Come out and have some fun! Hoping to see many of the regular players along
with some newbies! A warm welcome to all!

Doors open at 5:00 p.m. with games starting at 5:45 p.m.
Bring your smarty pants and see you there!

Be sure to mark January 30" and February 27" on your calendar!

Delicious food in a magical ambiance awaits you at the Bastard
Coffee House. Open daily between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:00
p.m., the BCH is located at 51 King Street in Delta’s historic Jubilee
Block.

Come out and enjoy great food and live music!

Monday mornings are always better when you can enjoy your coffee
while listening to the sounds of Mary & Bill. The music of Pat
Johnson and Tao-Lynn Carr will be featured on January 315t

Located next door, Fern & Fox is being rebranded to The Heritage Factory! Specializing in
inspiring local community and next generation folks with the heritage skills that have been forgotten
in the modern era. Sewing, candle making, cooking, crocheting, quilting, knitting, writing
workshops, and so much more is brewing up in the new maker’s space. Time for yoga, zumba, and
dance is also available! Come and join in the love of making & moving.

2026 Community Calendar

The Rideau Lakes Community Calendar is available for pickup
at the following locations in Delta:

v Bastard Coffee House

v Delta Country Market

v' LCBO, Delta.

' 2026 CALENDAR

The calendars are NOT being circulated to residential mailboxes.
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“Seek the Lovd while HHe may be found;
AITH call on Him while He is near.”

AMI LY Isaiah 55.6
ELLOWSHIP

GROWING IN LOVE, ROOTED IN FAITH

Faith Family Fellowship invites you to join them on Sunday mornings at 10:00 a.m. for a time of
sharing, learning and fellowship followed by a light luncheon. Meeting in the historically known
house as the “William Bell House” at 60 King Street in Delta, residents are led by Pastor Jesse
Okum, an accredited pastor who trained at Tyndale Bible Seminary in Toronto. Residents are
invited to come and enjoy practical and relevant Bible teachings along with a special program for
the young children.

Additional information may be obtained by contacting Pastor Jesse Okum at 647-882-0895 or by
emailing faithfamilyfellowship727@gmail.com .

Upcoming Events
< December 31%: New Year's Eve Potluck and friendship at 7:00 p.m.
% January 11": Worship with guest speaker, Reverend Bruce North from Lanark.
% January 16" Family Movie Night featuring “| Heard the Bells”: A moving and true story of
how tragedy and trial in the life of poet Henry Wadsworth Longfellow led to the writing of
this classis Christmas carol.

Lower Beverley Lake Park

146 Lower Beverley Lake Park, Delta, ON KOG 1EO
Phone: 613-928-2881

Email: info@beverleylakepark.com

I.UWER BEVEHLEY Website: www.beverleylakepark.com

—— L AKE P AR K —

Camping and cottage reservations for the 2026 and 2027 season are now being accepted by
calling 613-928-2881 and leaving a message.

Campers may also submit their reservations online by completing the website registration form at
www.beverleylakepark.com . Confirmation calls will be returned on Wednesday mornings between
the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 12:00 p.m.

Park Website

Ready or not 2026, here we come!

Please visit the website at
www.beverleylakepark.com

for a complete list of this year’s park
activities and services. See you then!
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Winter Road Reminders

v Drive according to the conditions!

v" Pushing snow across roads / streets is not only a safety hazard; it is against the law.
The Ontario Traffic Act states that “No person shall deposit snow or ice on a roadway without
permission in writing to do so from the Ministry or road authority responsible for the
maintenance of the road.” R.S.0. 1990, c H8, s. 18.

v' Overnight parking is prohibited on the roadways
between 1:00 a.m. and 7:00 a.m. from November 15" to April 1st.
Please help the snowplow operators do their job by not parking on the street.

Monday Morning Coffee

Be sure to stop by the United Church Hall for some coffee, treats, and
fellowship every Monday morning between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and
10:30 a.m.

There is no charge, but a free will donation is welcomed.

Delta Legion Hall is the Place to Be!

There is something for every member of the family!

o Dart games every Tuesday evening at 7:00 p.m.
o Euchre games every Friday night at 7:00 p.m.; Doors open at 6:00 p.m.
e Youth cornhole every Saturday night at 6:00 p.m.
e Adult cornhole every Sunday afternoon at 12:00 p.m.
e Super Euchre on January 10" and February 14" (wear red); Doors open at 11:00 a.m.

e Crib tournament on January 315 and February 28"; Doors open at 11:00 a.m.
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Christmas Decorating at its Best

Congratulations to all the residents who took part
in the 2025 Christmas Decorating Contest.
Participants were required to register online prior
to December 14" with judging being completed
during the week of December 15" to 19" by
members of the St. Paul's Anglican Community
Committee.

Four categories of competition were available for competition.
Congratulations to this year’s winners:

+ Merry: Kim & Ron Read

+ Bright: Nancy Penstone & Eric Bull

+ Retro: Sharon & Fred Olivo

+ Inflatable: Taylor Brown

On Thursday April 6%, 1905, an article in the DELTA PILOT.
read “born in the thriving village of Delta, it is a bouncing babe,
the idol of the community and has grown so rapidly that it is
able to run at an enormous speed”.

With the Reverend George Wellington Connors as the Editor-
In-Chief, the DELTA PILOT. was distributed every Thursday
between 1905 and 1908. The newspaper was printed in a King
Street drive shed, which was opposite John Street, on a printing press that had been relocated
from a defunct printing plant in Bancroft. The Paper was printed until March 27™, 1908.

Revived by the Lower Beverley Lake Park Management Board, the current version of the DELTA
PILOT, which is now in its 16" year, is produced through the support of Delta’s Not-For-Profit and
Charitable Organizations. Thank you to the following organizations:

Beverley Senior Citizens’ Club #460, Delta
Delta Agricultural Society
Delta Athletic and Recreation Society
Delta Community Enhancement Committee
Delta Mill Society
Delta United Church
Faith, Family and Fellowship
Harmony Masonic Lodge #370
Lower Beverley Lake Association
Lower Beverley Lake Park Management Board

A NoTE oF Rideau Lakes Public Library TEAM o
. " e )
Royal Canadian Legion, Branch #207 and Auxiliary TOGETHERY
St. Paul's Anglican Community Committee
T hip of Ri Lak - ckio
ownship of Rideau Lakes A ACHEVES
M\ more
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Notes from Pauda and Sue
Ward One Councilors, Township of Rideaw Lakes

/é

A YA
&, | % The Last Word
g N ‘i&lri‘
Councillor Paula Banks Councillor Sue Dunfield
Email: paulainpolitics@hotmail.com Email: 736SueD@gmail.com
Phone: 613-284-0238 Cell: 613-802-1415

Here we go, a brand-new year and maybe a fresh resurgence of municipal projects to be
accomplished before the end of this term of Council. The 2026 budget, being prepared by the
Mayor under Strong Mayor Powers (SMP), will be posted on-line January 8", 2026. In the past,
staff would bring forward their proposed budget after asking for Council input, then the public would
be invited to make comments, with the final budget usually being presented in March. Public input
this time was requested by December 15", 2025.

DARS (Delta Athletic and Recreation Society) will have the ice rink open for skating as weather
permits. If you can offer time to shovel or flood, please reach out to our volunteer rink manager
Chuck Chant at clchantiex2@hotmail.com . Help is always appreciated.

Watch out for some fun events on Family Day at the rink, Monday, February 16". Races, shinny
hockey, public skating, games, hot chocolate and canteen items - fun for the whole family. And
there are prizes to be won! Posters will be out and about closer to the event. Feel free to contact
Pat Philips, Chair of DARS by calling 613-928-2712 or via email to harymary@ripnet.com.

Happy New Year to everyone and again a BIG thank you to our fantastic volunteers.

Ice Thickness Guidelines
Safe Ice Depths

Holiday Fire Safety
Starts at Home

Warm up the holidays with safety.
Clear snow, ice and debris from

chimneys and outdoor vents.

2"

OR LESS 4” I I
lce Fishing ”_QV
and 5 6 ’” ” v v
Ice Skating Snowmobiles 8’-12 12”7-15
and ATVs Cars and Medium

small trucks trucks

Note: These rough guidelines apply only to new, clear ice.

Delta Pilot. Sponsored in-part by Delta’s Charitable and Not-For-Profit Organizations January 1%, 2026
Produced by the Lower Beverley Lake Park Management Board
Page 11 of 12


mailto:paulainpolitics@hotmail.com
mailto:736SueD@gmail.com
mailto:clchantiex2@hotmail.com
mailto:harymary@ripnet.com

@ Mavk Pour QAIC-A)AAV‘S ‘

Beverley Senior Citizens’ Club #460
e  Meetings on January 28" and February 25 for a pot-luck luncheon at noon in the United Church Hall.

Delta Agricultural Society

e Meetings at 7:00 p.m. on January 26" and February 23 in the Fair Office.

Delta Athletic and Recreation Society

e  Winter Carnival Day is on February 16 at 9:00 a.m. at the Recreation Centre (outdoor rink).

Updates will be posted on Facebook.

Delta Food Bank

e Open from 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. on the second Tuesday in St. Paul’s Community Centre.

Delta United Church

e Monday morning coffee and treats from 8:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. in the Church Hall.
e No Sunday Worship Services during the month of January.

e Annual General Meeting following the worship service on February 1%t in the Church Hall.

Delta United Church Women
e  Meeting on January 21t and February 18" at 11:00 a.m. followed by a pot-luck luncheon in the Church Hall.

Faith, Family and Fellowship

e December 31%: New Year’s Eve Potluck and friendship at 7:00 p.m.

e January 11t Worship with guest speaker, Reverend Bruce North from Lanark.
e January 16%™: Family Movie Night featuring “I Heard the Bells”:

Good Food Box

e Fresh fruit and vegetables are available at wholesale prices for all community members.

Contact Liz at 613-928-2902 for information.

Harmony Lodge

Deadline for Next Issue
February 20t

e  Farmer’s Breakfast at 8:00 a.m. on January 27" and February 24t in the Harmony Lodge Hall.

Royal Canadian Legion, Branch #207

o Dart games played every Tuesday evening at 7:00 p.m.
e  Euchre games played every Friday night at 7:00 p.m. in the Legion Hall; doors open at 6:00 p.m.
e  Youth cornhole played every Saturday night at 6:00 p.m. in the Legion Hall.

e  Adult cornhole played every Sunday afternoon at 12:00 p.m. in the Legion Hall.
e  Meeting on January 12™ and February 9™ at 7:00 p.m. in the Legion Hall.

e  Super Euchre on January 10" and February 14t (wear red); Doors open at 11:00 a.m. / games starting at noon.
e  Crib tournament is on January 31t and February 28" with doors opening at 11:00 a.m. / games starting at noon.

Royal Canadian Legion Auxiliary, Branch #207
e Bake sale at the Seeley’s Bay Frost Fest on February 7" (10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.) in the United Church Hall.
e Meeting on January 15" and February 19t at 7:00 p.m. in the Legion Hall.
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90%‘1& 146 Lower Beverley Lake Road, P. O. Box 130, Delta, Ontario KOE-1G0
Website: www.beverleylakepark.com and Email: info@beverleylakepark.com

LOWER BEVERLEY LAKE PARK MANAGEMENT BOARD
William Morris, A.M.C.T., Park Manager
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